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SUBJECT: QUESTIONING OF GOWON 
REF: LAGOS 2263 

FCO IS NOT AWARE OF ANY DELEGATION THAT HAS COME OR PLANS 
TO COME TO THE UK TO INTERVIEW GOWON. MARK HEATH, HEAD 
OF THE WEST AFRICA DEPARTMENT, SAID IT WOULD BE CONCEIV- 
ABLE THAT SUCH A DELEGATION COULD SLIP INTO THE UK UNNO- 
TICED BUT UNLIKELY THAT THE FMG WOULD WANT TO BE SO SUR- 
REPTITIOUS. HEATH WAS NEVERTHELESS INTERESTED IN THE RE- 
PORT. HE SAID HMG HAD RECEIVED "BROAD HINTS" FROM 
NIGERIANS THAT INTERNAL PRESSURES MIGHT BUILD TO SUCH A 
DEGREE THAT THE FMG WOULD BE FORCED TO REQUEST GOWON'S 
EXTRADITION. HEATH HOPES THAT COOLER TEMPERS WILL PRE- 
VAIL IN LAGOS BUT SPECULATED THAT FMG LEADERS HAD AQUIT- 
TED THEMSELVES SO POORLY DURING THE ATTEMPTED COUP THAT 
THE URGE TO POINT ACCUSATORY FINGERS AT THE UK, THE US, 

AND GOWON IS ALMOST IRRESISTIBLE. 
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